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. if-mck. a…June 27, 2011 Tough to
Put Words On a Favourite Strip:
Topper As a fan of UK comics I
follow a lot of strips, not only web
ones but paper ones. Sure, some I
dislike and just skip, but many I
absolutely adore. I just wish I could
choose one of them and share them,
here I’m going to open the floodgates
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and share with you my choices on how
I feel about the longest running strip I
can think of, Topper. When I was first
introduced to Topper over 20 years
ago, I instantly fell in love with the
character. I know my parents read
comics when I was young but they
only tended to read the Strangeways
Police Gazette, I think I can
remember one slightly obscure pre-
Conway and Watts cartoon series
featuring a policeman called Robocop
Robinson. Even that was lost to me
until I was introduced to Topper.
Topper was a regular feature in the
Beano for a good ten years and by the
time I was old enough to have a
favourite comic, he’d been running for
many years in his own title, The
Beano. I imagine that the popularity
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of The Beano must have been growing
by leaps and bounds as the readership
became older and more mature, I am
not particularly up to date with current
news, but I think it’s safe to assume
they can’t just be working out the
puzzles. Topper has been running in a
number of incarnations across various
forms of media and, although I can’t
be certain, I think that more recently
Topper has been running in the Smack-
Books. Whilst I don’t have a single
copy, I have seen several in the local
library and even seen the issue to
which the one in the Smack-Book is
part of. But, what’s important about
Topper is that his longevity and, I
guess, success, has been built upon a
simple but effective premise. Topper,
like the title, is a mug, always willing

                               6 / 8



 

to try anything and encourage
everyone around him to do the same.
It’s a very simple idea but it’s a great
one and it’s the reason I continue to
come back to the strip even if I don’t
buy the weekly paper. Sure, there are
more charming and memorable
characters in comics than Topper, but
1cb139a0ed
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